Claims 



[cl] What is claimed is: 

1 . A computer comprising: 

a processor for controlling operation of the computer; 

a card bus slot connected with the processor for connecting to a PCMCIA card; 
a power supply for providing the PCMCIA card inserted into the card bus slot 
with electric power; 

a card bus controller connected with the processor for controlling the power 
supply and the PCMCIA card inserted into the card bus slot; 
a detection circuit connected with the card bus slot for detecting whether the 
PCMCIA card is inserted into the card bus slot; 

wherein when the detection circuit detects that the PCMCIA card has been 
inserted into the card bus slot, the card bus controller is turned on for making 
;i; the power supply start to provide the PCMCIA card with electric power, and 

provides the PCMCIA card with corresponding services according to a 
specification of the PCMCIA card for making the PCMCIA card operate correctly, 
Ul and when the detection circuit detects that there is no PCMCIA card inserted 

H int0 t ' ie car d bus slot, the card bus controller is turned off for lowering power 

consumption. 

t*\ [ c2 l 2 The computer of claim 1 being a portable computer. 

t c3 J 3.The computer of claim 1 wherein the power supply is capable of providing the 

PCMCIA card with different voltages, and the card bus controller controls the 
power supply for providing the PCMCIA card with an optimum voltage according 
to the specification of the PCMCIA card. 

t c4 l 4The computer of claim 1 wherein the detection circuit generates a check 

signal for informing whether the PCMCIA card has been inserted into the card 
bus slot, and the processor turns on or turns off the card bus controller 
according to the check signal. 

fc^l 5. A method for lowering power consumption of a computer, the computer 

comprising: 

a processor for controlling operation of the computer; 
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a card bus slot connected with the processor for connecting to a PCMCIA card; 
a power supply for providing the PCMCIA card inserted into the card bus slot 
with electric power; 

a card bus controller connected with the processor for controlling the power 
supply and the PCMCIA card inserted into the card bus slot; 
the method comprising: 

detecting whether the PCMCIA card has been inserted into the card bus slot; 
turning on the card bus controller for making the power supply start providing 
the PCMCIA card with electric power, and providing the PCMCIA card with 
corresponding services according to a specification of the PCMCIA card for 
making the PCMCIA card operate correctly when detecting an insertion of the 
PCMCIA card; and 

turning off the card bus controller for lowering power consumption when there 
is no PCMCIA card inserted into the card bus slot. 

f c6 l 6.The method of claim 5 wherein the computer is a portable computer. 

t c7 J 7.The method of claim 5 wherein the power supply is capable of providing the 

PCMCIA card with different voltages, and the card bus controller controls the 
power supply for providing the PCMCIA card with an optimum voltage according 
to the specification of the PCMCIA card. 

t c8 l 8 - T he method of claim 5 wherein the processor turns on or turns off the card 

bus controller according to a connection status between the card bus slot and 
the PCMCIA card. 
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